
 

2021 COX AWARD WINNER ANNOUNCED 
The 2021 Glenn “Sonny” Cox Award for Excellence in Public Safety Communications was presented to 
Travis Williams at the AEMA Conference Awards Banquet on August 26.  The purpose of the Cox Award 
is “to recognize selected individuals who have made exceptional contributions to public safety 
contributions in Arkansas,” and this year’s winner has certainly done that. 
 
Travis Williams is a full-time Jonesboro fire fighter, a certified COM-L, and a certified radio programmer 
with AICEC approval to program AWIN radios for the City of Jonesboro.  Travis’ expertise, commitment 
and service make him an invaluable asset to his community, but it is his dedication to public safety 
communications extending far beyond his day job that makes him exceptional.  Travis serves on the 
AICC’s Technology Working Group and COMU Working Group, for which he has provided consultation 
and advice on communications planning to AWIN user agencies seeking talkgroups for full-time use of 
the AWIN system.  He is a licensed HAM radio operator and serves as a treasurer and technician for the 
Northeast Arkansas Radio Club. 
 
Among those to benefit the most is Craighead County Emergency Management where, according to the 
Coordinator, Anthony Coy, Travis has logged in more volunteer hours than all other volunteers 
combined, always with a smile and an assurance that he’s happy doing it because he loves it.   
 
Coy says, “Travis is the type of person that everyone needs and wants in their communications center….. 
and he never looks at it like it’s work.  He genuinely loves all things comms.  Travis will spend countless 
hours during his personal time making sure that communications are functioning for anyone that asks.  
He is truly an asset to all who get the privilege to work with him.”   
 
COX AWARD HONORABLE MENTIONS 
This year’s list of Cox Award nominees revealed an array of inspiring individuals who are dedicated to 
public safety communications and reflect the best of Arkansas.  Three were selected for Honorable 
Mention and presented with framed certificates at the AEMA Conference:  
 

 Mary McCarty, Chief Dispatcher for Stuttgart Police Department:  “Mary McCarty is personifying 
what an excellent 911 Dispatcher should strive to be.  There are no words that could adequately 
describe how every officer and dispatcher in Arkansas County feels about her and her 
contributions and dedication to public service communications.”  

 

 James “Corky” Martin, 911/Communications Center Director for Garland County:  “His heart is in 
the position he holds, his concern is for the community, as well as his staff, and he puts all 
others above himself in his daily routine.”  
 

 Tom Jenkins, Fire Chief, Rogers Fire Department:  “Chief Jenkins has been a champion for 
emergency communications in the northwest region of Arkansas. Without his effort and passion 



to see this through, the communications system that is now in place would not have been 
successful.”   
 

Congratulations to Travis, Mary, Corky and Tom!  Well done! 


